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Collection:
Saharan and North African Toy and Play Cultures

Engaged since 1975 in research on games and toys and later on in experiments
in the field of intercultural education based on this research, the idea slowly
matured to create a collection call8dharan and North African Toy and Play
Cultures A toy and play culture that rightly should be part of the cultural
heritage of humanity, just as the masterpieces of art and architecture.

An attempt to create such a collection for the International Council for
Children's Play was supported by André Wetet, director of the Centre
d'Etudes Roland Houdon at Saran, France, with the publication of myJbark
et jouets sahariens et neadricains: poupées jeux de poupeds 1993. As the
Centre d'Etudes Roland Houdon stopped its publishing activitie® soo
afterwards, this attempt was prematurely broken off.

In 1999 the Nordic Center for Research on Toys and Educational Media
published on its website the first English and French HTML versions of
Children's dolls and doll plgyand of theCommented bibliagphy on play,
games and toy4 final version of these books andTie animal world in play,
games and toywere published by the Stockholm International Toy Research
Center in 2005.

In 2008 the volumeSaharan and North African Toy and Play Cultures.
Domestic life in play, games and togsd the French version of this book, have
been published on the Internet by the same Centre.

As the Stockholm International Toy Research Center which edited my books
beforehand has been closed in 2011, the l®aikaan and North African Toy
and Play Cultures. Technical activities in play, games and was edited by
the Centre for Philosophical and Humanistic Studies of the Faculty of
Philosophy of the Catholic University of Portugal.

In January 2015 | began to w&ia series of catalogs to provide access to
interested researchers and other persons to the about 1250 toys and other
playthings which | donated to museums and secaitural associationAs the
donation to Musée du Jouet de MoiramsMontagne includeabout 700 toys, |
divided the catalog of this gift into three parts. The first part shows dolls and toy
animals of Moroccan and Tunisian children.



In order to make the information on Saharan and North African games and
toys available to people readingdlish as well as to those reading French, to
stimulate the exchange of information and the reciprocal enrichment of ideas
and actions between the Frerspeaking and the Engligpeaking world, who
otherwise remain too often separated by a linguistic algavthe studies are to
be published in English and in French.

To facilitate a large distribution of the information on Saharan and North
African games and toys, the volumes of the collec8aharan and North
African Toy and Play Cultureare freely avdable on:

f the authoroés website: http:// www. san
9 Academia.edu: https://independent.academia.edu/JeanPierreRossie
91 Scribd: https://www.scribd.com/jean_pierre_rossie

The volumes of the collection:
Saharan and North African Toy and Play Cudsl

Childrends doll s and dol | play, 2005
The animal world in play, games and toys, 2005, 219 p., 107 ill.

Domestic life in play, games and toys, 2008, 438 p., 410 ill.

Commented bibliography on play, games and toys, 2011, 72 p.
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Technical activities in play, games and toys, 2013, 360 p., 350 ill.

Saharan North-Africani Amazi gh Chil drends Toy Cat ¢

91 Donation to Centro per la Cultura Ludica in Turin, 2015, 9309 ill.
91 Donation to Musée du Jouet de MoirarsMontagne first part dollsand
toy animals 2015, 72 p.127 ill.



Introduction



This volume is the second publication in a series of catalogs on Saharan, North
African and Amazigh toys | have collected as part of my ethnographic research
in the Tunisian Sahara in 191977and in Morocco since 1992. These toys and
other playthings have been donated to museums or-soltigal associations in
Australia, Belgium, France, Italy and Morocco in order to preserve, disseminate
and promote this he¢age.

The chronological order of these donations is as follows:

9 TheMusée du Jouet de MoirasesrMontagne France, 2005/2014, 677 toys.
In October 2014 this museum received all the printed, visual and audiovisual
documents | have collected during mgsearches on toy making and play
activities to be ke pntp/Mwwmusetlle O P11 e D
jouet.com)

1 TheSpeelgoedmuseum / Toy Musenrlechelen, Belgium, within the the
project O0Toys of thiwgwwWspeeldoednuseube 0 0 5, 3 °F

9 TheCentro per la Cultura Ludicaf Turin, Italy, 2008/2010, 272 toys
(http://www.comune.torino.it/iter/servizi/centri_di_cultura/gioco/centro_cultura_ludica/in
dex.shtml).

9 TheEtnografisch Museum / Ethnographic Museudmntwerpen, Belgium,
2007/2008 39 toys.n 2011 this museum has been integrated irvthseum
aan de StroonMAS) of the same cityhttp://www.mas.be)

1 TheCentre de Safi of the Fondation Oriedtcident Safi, Morocco, 2009,
100 toys(http://www.fondation.orierbccident.org)

1 TheAssociazione La Lucertgl&avenna, Italy, 2011, 93 toys
(http://www.lalucertola.org).

1 TheMuseum VictoriaMelbourne, Australia, within the therfay and
Folklore, 2011, 36 toysghttp://museumvictoria.com.au/about/boeisd
journals/journals/playandfolklore).

The mentioned number of toys is only approximate because sometimes a series
of objects is grouped together as one toy, for example in the case of toy utensils,
small houses and attributes for dolls.
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The toys given to the Musélu Jouetde Moirars-en-Montagne most often
belonged to children living in central and sowBstern Morocco. Since 2002,
Boubaker Daoumani and Khalija Jariaa play an important role in collecting and
describing the toys of An#i\tlas children. This museum also received tew f
Ghrib childrenbés toys | coll ected dur |
1975 and 1977, research greatly facilitated through the collaboration of Gilbert
J. M. Claus. All these toys, and the play activities in which the children use
them, are desibed in the books of the collectiddaharan and North African
Toy and Play Cultures

The information was often collected from children who created toys, but
sometimes adults have remade toys of their childhood. In all these cases natural
material andrecycled material were used. Some toys are made by artisans or
come from the toy industry.

Concerning contact with children paternal or maternal authorization has been
gained when collecting data and toys and when taking pictures. It would have
been diffizlt to do otherwise because the fieldwork is done in the family
compound or the public space. These play activities being freely decided by the
children, it is impossible to get toys, and information on the games for which
they are used, without their cam and active participation.

All these toys bring a strong testimony of children's culture and material
culture in the communities of the concerned regions, a heritage which is
endangered, however. This finding is the major reason that pushed me to donate
collections of North African and Saharan children's toys to toy museums, child
museums or ethnographic museums hoping to stimulate them to save these
almost unknown play cultures and to integrate them in the world heritage.

The creation of a major exhilmh by theMusée du Jouet de Moirasmes
Montagne highlighting this collection of toys, marked a high point for valuing
the creativity of children who have been willing to share tphkyful heritage
The title of thisexpositionwasDésertsi Enfants duSahara et des Montagnes
de I'Atlas It opened odune30™ 2006and ended in December 2008

Although | made lists with photos of the toys donated to museums these lists
are only working papers. | decided to invest the time necessary to work out
elaboratdists because | am more and more convinced of the need to make the
original data at the base of my publications available to researchers and
interested people. An additional advantage is that | was able to improve the
quality of several photos publishednry 2005 books.
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Even if the conservation of these toys is guaranteed by the museums, those
who want to check my analyzes and interpretations would be obliged to go there
and to work in the reserves, something which quickly becomes expensive
especiallywhen one lives in a foreign country, for example in North Africa
where researchers also find themselves facing visa problems.

Another aspect is related to the ethnographic method based on participatory
research whereby it becomes difficult if not impossita replicate my research
because of the evolution of children's culture. The evolution of the Moroccan
and Saharan rural communities under the influence of consumerism and
globalization pushes children to abandon the local play and toy tradition and to
turn towards what the toy and entertainment industries offer them.

Moreover, a recent publicatidtiow to Make More Published Research True
(loannidis 2014) stresses the need to register and share data, protocols,
materials, software and other tools to matk@e truthful published research. By
publishing on the internet this written and visual documentation of Moroccan
and Saharan children's toys, | hope to participate in this effort.

In the same effort to make available the data and to promote knowledge and
appreciation of these children's cultures, | developed a digitized database of
Saharan, North African and Amazigh toy and play cultures. This database will
facilitate the study and use of this heritage for researchers and interested
persons. It is plannetiat it will become available in some museums and
research centers worldwide.

Two morecatalogon the donation to the Musée du Jouet de MoteEns
Montagne are plannedyolume on toys related to the domestic life and a
second volume on toys relatedtézhnical activities and games of skill.
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The geographical terms are indicated on two maps, a map of Morocco and a
map of the Tunisian Sahara with the habitat of the Ghrib population (p. 13).

Map of Morocco Tanger: sebta/Ceuta
@, Tetouan

Al Hoceima

Larache
Tanger : town/village 7 =504

_ Rif Melilla
Ghomara : region |

Sidi—kiacem =

Moul ay; Fés oT aza
Idriss :ﬁ%ﬁ—ﬁ'—t}ﬂg—"—‘—”— |
Khémiszet ®

Oulmes® *EL ::’?-é?—.t; |

Hﬂyen AZFO |

Setiat Atlas MOROCCO |
"""" Kacha enitra
th-uribga.Tﬂmﬂ * B“”m'a ~
Kala El-Ksiba®aMidelt g
Tanannt Geni- ® ‘e Jbel Ayachi -

Essaouira . # Mellal Haut I'Errachldmf —
MarraKech Gﬂulmlma

Imi-n-Tanoute Atlas Erﬁ:-ud /s

. _#Duarzazate
Agadir @ Jbel Siroua Slnmua=-ﬂtnezal Zagora

TamudanntTalmumeTazenahht o i
Tiznit/y o Anti ®Foum-Zguid
Ifri T afraoute v
Atlas I ALGERIA
®Guelmim —

p 7
/Tan-Tan AF.'.SE 7’
/ e 2007
Z

J_P. Rossie

i Kéenitra
Rif : mountains RFabat

0 200km Caszablanca

AZzemmour g




13

L

© G.J.M. Claus

J1o°

\
\

I}
~
\
\ . L)
R
\
\\\

2 i 1S e 3
=6 \E2e & 5
“Zm FC —
A m \\\drr._.ml, = G -N.llnrh‘uchlll.
T 2t T T B e ]
iy =% Y s
TRz T LS — A.t,. 1Y ettt dnitimiie
SEEE— XJ&— & U fesronrrwae e
CEixT— T @ T « d===zz==z=z-----4
Zio8 = 1SV T:ip «s F
= ¥ &\ =2 &f s as
=, A= <= 23z.3S F=z=z
e e = e ==L fz=== =
3 mnnoc«\ =5 “EOs ————
- - o~ =3 ~ - -
M\Hwnu«m- .Jw = -ZzAuhﬂ.n O..nunu
g o R A ) s ~
Em SR Q.0 Noenrtommss it
£ AL -t =
3= &=’ -nmmmm.An.mmmm =
2= hl o Yt MY Nevemes Y e
o-< ' Uy gEZTZIZz.-ZZZz=Z L)
mnrv._umwmoa ‘g§TcTzzzzzzcscs 2
=% 3 o W <
=% ¥ -- I R s x
e/ [
=R o WiESSREE A S,
= (EE— s, —
5 A —— S
= boooozoosd &
. L
€ P e m—-
s ozfoToIc -4
- P o g = o o
e S el B =)

o
1"
1
1
b
1
I
1
JNTAIN
ECTIVE

y
o o
TN
[N}
Lt
Py
[
1
(]
[ ]
-CHAI
ING—LANDS
30

2

TUNISIA
G
4

|
~
1
\
ALT
LAKE
LIMIT
MOUNTA
cott
FARM
FRONTIER
[/
10

m.\.\.\. ALGERIA -Emm-m

) 2l |
to: EIOUED & OUARGLA

la0’




14

Moroccan and Sahrawian Toys

Donation to the Musée du Jouet
de Moirans-en-Montagne

Dolls and toy animals



15

This catalogincludes about223 dolls and toy animalsreated and used
between1975 and 1977 by Ghrib children, andetween1992 and 2005 by
Moroccan children, mostly Amazigh children from Central and Southern
Morocca Adults in these regions redid some toys of their childh@dodew
dolls in this collectionwere made bythe toy industry.The author donated
amost all hese toys to th&lusée d Jouet de Moiranen-Montagnein 2005
anda very few in2014.

The measures are given in centimeters: BA = base, H = height, L = length, B =
breadth, T = thickness, D = diameter, + = maximumminimum.

Moroccanc hi | dr enl13185 dol I s

Note: Thenumbers of the figures and pages refahtopublicatiorRossie, P.
(2005).Saharan and North African Toy and Play Cultur€@h i | dr en 0 s
dolls and doll play

1. Female doll 1993, fig. 72 p. 17, Ain Toujdate lyetweerEl HajebandFés)
Moroccq H 23 cm
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2. Dolls, 1996, fig. 73 p. 11,8A1t Hmed ou YacoubKhemisset) Amazigh,
Moroccg H 17 cm.Thephotoshows the doll house with the two dolls in the
middle of the lower wall

3. Female doll 1996, fig. 74p. 119, Ait Hmed ou Yacoub Khemisset)
Amazigh,Moroccq H 13 cm.

4. Male doll(with a stone representing its h¢at996, fig. 74 p. 19, Ait
Hmed ou Yacoub Khemisset) Amazigh,Moroccqg H 16 cm.
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5. Femaledollst ructure made wi t h1997Hfig.768pone of
128, Arhbaloun-Serdane (Khénifra), AmazigiWoroccag H 29 cm photo
Luc Lauras

6. Femaledollst ruct ure made wi t hl1997hAehbalbw ne o f

n-Serdane (Khénifra), AmazigMorocco, photo Luc Lauras

: ‘_,,_'“r‘:, i 5

7. Female dollwith a reed structurel996, fig. 77 p. 23, Sheba (Midelt)
Moroccq H 15 cm.
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8. Sheep doll mounted by a bridell, 1997, fig. 81p. 128, Ksar Assaka
(Midelt), Amazigh,Morocca

9. Bride doll with a reed structur&997, fig. 82 p. 9, Ksar Assaka (Midelt),
Amazigh,Morocca H 28 cm.
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10. Male doll with a reed structuigeft), 1997, fig. 83. 129, Ksar Assaka
(Midelt), Amazigh,Moroccq H 15 cm.

11. Female dollwith a reed structuréight), 1997, fig. 83 p. 29, Ksar Assaka
(Midelt), Amazigh,Moroccq H 27 cm.

12. Female dollwith a reed structurel 997, fig. 84 p. 13 Ksar Assaka
(Midelt), Amazigh,Moroccqg H 225 cm.
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13. Female dolimade with arear of maize (Indian corncald997, fig. 85 p.
131, Ksar Assaka (Midelt), AmazigiMoroccq H 19 cm.

14.Female dollwith a reed structurel 997, fig. 86 p. 32, Ksar Assaka

(Midelt), Amazigh,Moroccq H 23 cm.
15. Female dollwith a reed structurel 997, fig. 86 p. 32, Ksar Assaka

(Midelt), Amazigh,Moroccq H 35 cm.
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