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Collection:  
Saharan and North African Toy and Play Cultures 
 

 

Engaged since 1975 in research on games and toys and later on in experiments 

in the field of intercultural education based on this research, the idea slowly 

matured to create a collection called Saharan and North African Toy and Play 

Cultures. A toy and play culture that rightly should be part of the cultural 

heritage of humanity, just as the masterpieces of art and architecture.  

An attempt to create such a collection for the International Council for 

Children's Play was supported by André Michelet, director of the Centre 

d'Etudes Roland Houdon at Saran, France, with the publication of my book Jeux 

et jouets sahariens et nord-africains: poupées - jeux de poupées in 1993. As the 

Centre d'Etudes Roland Houdon stopped its publishing activities soon 

afterwards, this attempt was prematurely broken off.  

In 1999 the Nordic Center for Research on Toys and Educational Media 

published on its website the first English and French HTML versions of 

Children's dolls and doll play, and of the Commented bibliography on play, 

games and toys. A final version of these books and of The animal world in play, 

games and toys were published by the Stockholm International Toy Research 

Center in 2005.  

In 2008 the volume Saharan and North African Toy and Play Cultures. 

Domestic life in play, games and toys, and the French version of this book, have 

been published on the Internet by the same Centre.  

As the Stockholm International Toy Research Center which edited my books 

beforehand has been closed in 2011, this new book Saharan and North African 

Toy and Play Cultures. Technical activities in play, games and toys is edited by 

the Centre for Philosophical and Humanistic Studies of the Faculty of 

Philosophy of the Catholic University of Portugal.  

In January 2015 I began to write a series of catalogs to provide access to 

interested researchers and other persons to the about 1250 toys and other 

playthings which I donated to museums and socio-cultural associations. The 

book about the donation to the Centro per la Cultura Ludica is the first volume 

of this series, that is part of the collection Saharan and North African Toy and 

Play Cultures. 
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In order to make the information on Saharan and North African games and 

toys available to people reading English as well as to those reading French, to 

stimulate the exchange of information and the reciprocal enrichment of ideas 

and actions between the French-speaking and the English-speaking world, who 

otherwise remain too often separated by a linguistic cleavage, the studies are to 

be published in English and in French.  

To facilitate a large distribution of the information on Saharan and North 

African games and toys, the volumes of the collection Saharan and North 

African Toy and Play Cultures are freely available on: 

 

¶ the authorôs website: http://www. sanatoyplay.org  

¶ Academia.edu: https://independent.academia.edu/JeanPierreRossie 

¶ Scribd: https://www.scribd.com/jean_pierre_rossie  

 

 

 

The volumes of the collection:  

 

Saharan and North African Toy and Play Cultures  

 

¶ Childrenôs dolls and doll play, 2005, 328 p., 163 ill.  

¶ The animal world in play, games and toys, 2005, 219 p., 107 ill.  

¶ Domestic life in play, games and toys, 2008, 438 p., 410 ill.  

¶ Commented bibliography on play, games and toys, 2011, 72 p.  

¶ Technical activities in play, games and toys, 2013, 360 p., 350 ill.  

 

Saharan ï North-African ï Amazigh Childrenôs Toy Catalogs 

 

¶ Donation to Centro per la Cultura Ludica in Turin, 2015, 93 p., 272 ill.   
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This volume is the first in a series of catalogs on Saharan, North African and 

Amazigh toys I have collected as part of my ethnographic research in the 

Tunisian Sahara in 1975 and in Morocco since 1992. These toys and other 

playthings have been donated to museums or socio-cultural associations in 

Australia, Belgium, France, Italy and Morocco in order to preserve, disseminate 

and promote this heritage. 

 

The chronological order of these donations is as follows: 

 

¶ The Musée du Jouet de Moirans-en-Montagne, France, 2005/2014, 677 toys. 

In October 2014 this museum received all the printed, visual and audiovisual 

documents I have collected during my researches on toy making and play 

activities to be kept by the óPôle Documentaireô (http://www.musee-du-jouet.com).  

¶ The Speelgoedmuseum / Toy Museum in Mechelen, Belgium, within the the 

project óToys of the Worldô, 2005, 35 toys (http://www.speelgoedmuseum.be).  

¶ The Centro per la Cultura Ludica of Turin, Italy, 2008/2010, 272 toys 

(http://www.comune.torino.it/iter/servizi/centri_di_cultura/gioco/centro_cultura_ludica/ind

ex.shtml). 

¶ The Etnografisch Museum / Ethnographic Museum, Antwerpen, Belgium, 

2007/2008, 39 toys. In 2011 this museum has been integrated in the Museum 

aan de Stroom (MAS) of the same city (http://www.mas.be). 

¶ The Centre de Safi of the Fondation Orient-Occident, Safi, Morocco, 2009, 

100 toys (http://www.fondation.orient-occident.org). 

¶ The Associazione La Lucertola, Ravenna, Italy, 2011, 93 toys 

(http://www.lalucertola.org). 

¶ The Museum Victoria, Melbourne, Australia, within the theme Play and 

Folklore, 2011, 36 toys (http://museumvictoria.com.au/about/books-and-

journals/journals/play-and-folklore). 

 

The mentioned number of toys is only approximate because sometimes a series 

of objects is grouped together as one toy, for example in the case of toy utensils, 

small houses and attributes for dolls. 
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The toys donated to the Centro per la Cultura Ludica belonged in most cases 

to Amazigh children of the Anti-Atlas, speaking Tachelhit and living in the 

provinces of Tiznit and Sidi Ifni. These toys and the games, in which they are 

used, will be described in the forthcoming book Saharan and North African Toy 

and Play Cultures. Make-believe play among children of the Moroccan Anti-

Atlas. 

During some visits in Tan-Tan and a brief stay in Bir Gandouz Jdid, near the 

Mauritanian border, I obtained some Sahrawi toys that I incorporated into this 

gift. With few exceptions, these toys were used for games of children in the 

Anti-Atlas and the Sahara between 2002 and 2008. They are therefore 

witnessing the current toy and play culture of these children in which tradition 

and modernity coexist on a daily basis. 

The information was often collected from children who created toys, but 

sometimes adults have remade toys of their childhood. In all these cases natural 

material and recycled material were used. Some toys are made by artisans or 

come from the toy industry. Since 2002, Boubaker Daoumani and Khalija Jariaa 

play an important role in collecting and describing toys of the Anti-Atlas. 

Concerning contact with children paternal or maternal authorization has been 

gained when collecting data and toys and when taking pictures. It would have 

been difficult to do otherwise because the fieldwork is done in the family 

compound or the public space. These play activities being freely decided by the 

children, it is impossible to get toys, and information on the games for which 

they are used, without their consent and active participation. 

All these toys bring a strong testimony of children's culture and material 

culture in the communities of the concerned regions, a heritage which is 

endangered, however. This finding is the major reason that pushed me to donate 

collections of North African and Saharan children's toys to toy museums, child 

museums or ethnographic museums hoping to stimulate them to save these 

almost unknown play cultures and to integrate them in the world heritage. 

The creation of a major exhibition by the Centro per la Cultura Ludica, 

highlighting this collection of toys, marked a high point for valuing the 

creativity of children who have been willing to share their dreams 

(www.comune.torino.it/iter/servizi/centri_di_cultura/gioco/il_gioco_in_mostra/r

eves-enfantes.shtml#top). Dreams the title of the exhibition refers: óRêves 

dôEnfantsô : crescere Giocando dal Marocco a qui (growing up while playing 

from Morocco to here). This exhibition opened in Turin November 20, 2010 and 

ended in December 2012.  
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I wrote a booklet R°ves dôEnfants. Jeux et Jouets de lôAnti-Atlas et du 

Sahara : brochure pour lôexposition ór°ves dôenfantsô ¨ Turin (Rossie, 2013). 

The reader will find in this booklet additional geographical and sociocultural 

information. 

Although I made lists with photos of the toys donated to museums these lists 

are only working papers. I decided to invest the time necessary to work out 

elaborate lists because I am more and more convinced of the need to make the 

original data at the base of my publications available to researchers and 

interested people. 

Even if the conservation of these toys is guaranteed by the museums, those 

who want to check my analyzes and interpretations would be obliged to go there 

and to work in the reserves, something which quickly becomes expensive 

especially when one lives in a foreign country, for example in North Africa 

where researchers also find themselves facing visa problems. 

Another aspect is related to the ethnographic method based on participatory 

research whereby it becomes difficult if not impossible to replicate my research 

because of the evolution of children's culture. The evolution of the Moroccan 

and Saharan rural communities under the influence of consumerism and 

globalization pushes children to abandon the local play and toy tradition and to 

turn towards what the toy and entertainment industries offer them. 

Moreover, a recent publication How to Make More Published Research True 

(Ioannidis 2014) stresses the need to register and share data, protocols, 

materials, software and other tools to make more truthful published research. By 

publishing on the internet this written and visual documentation of Moroccan 

and Saharan children's toys, I hope to participate in this effort. Other volumes 

should follow offering approximately one thousand additional toys from North 

Africa and the Sahara found in the other museums or associations mentioned 

above. 

In the same effort to make available the data and to promote knowledge and 

appreciation of these children's cultures, I developed a digitized database of 

Saharan, North African and Amazigh toy and play cultures. This database will 

facilitate the study and use of this heritage for researchers and other interested 

persons. It is planned that it will become available in some museums and 

research centers worldwide.  
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The geographical terms are indicated on two maps, a map of Morocco and a 

map of the Anti-Atlas (p. 13). 
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Moroccan and Sahrawian Toys  
 

Donation to the Centro per la Cultura Ludica  
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This catalog includes about 272 toys and other playthings created and used 

between 2002 and 2009 by Moroccan children, mostly Amazigh children of the 

Anti-Atlas who speak Tachelhit, and also by a few Sahrawi children from Tan-

Tan and Bir Gandouz Jdid. Adults in these regions redid some toys of their 

childhood. These toys were donated by the author to the Centro per la Cultura 

Ludica of Turin in 2008 and 2010. 

 

The measures are given in centimeters: BA = base, H = height, L = length, B = 

breadth, T = thickness, D = diameter, + = maximum, - = minimum. 

 

 

Dolls 1-94 
 

Note: a description of doll play is given in the book Rossie, JP. (2005). Saharan 

and North African Toy and Play Cultures. Childrenôs dolls and doll play. 

 

1. Ngueffa doll (woman specialized in organizing weddings) ointment tube 

structure, yellow upper garment with a blue pattern, made by a girl, village 

Ikenwèn, Anti-Atlas, Amazigh, 1.2007, H 21 cm, B arms 12 cm. 

2. Doll dressmaker, reed structure, transparent white upper garment, made by 

a 10 year old girl, village Douar Ouaraben, Anti-Atlas, Amazigh, 8.2007, H 

24 cm, 13 cm B arms. 
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3. Doll patroness of a weaving workshop, structure: plastic doll with the head 

of another plastic doll, wearing a dress, a blouse and a gray fabric jacket 

made by a girl, village Ikenwèn, Anti-Atlas, Amazigh, 10.2007, H 32 cm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Doll woman working in the weaving workshop reed structure, wearing a 

white dress, shoulder strap and blue-brown belt, and a yellow scarf, made 

by a girl, village Ikenwèn, Anti-Atlas, Amazigh, 10.2007, H 20 cm, B arms 

14 cm. 

 

                4                     5                   6                        7 
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5. Doll girl of the mother doll (4), reed structure, wearing a whitish robe, 

yellow scarf and belt, made by a girl, village Ikenwèn, Anti-Atlas, 

Amazigh, 10.2007, H 10 cm, B arms 8.5 cm. 

6. Doll boy of the mother doll (6), reed structure, wearing a whitish dress and 

yellow belt, made by a girl, village Ikenwèn, Anti-Atlas, Amazigh, 

10.2007, H 14 cm, 8 cm B arms . 

7. Doll woman working in the weaving workshop, reed structure, wearing a 

whitish dress and two underwear made of pieces of a plastic bag, blue-

brown shoulder strap and belt, yellow scarf with a dry flower attached, 

made by a girl, village Ikenwèn, Anti-Atlas, Amazigh, 10.2007, H 31 cm, 

B 16 cm arms. 

8. Doll mother carrying baby doll, mother and baby modeled in clay, white-

black dress for mother and black for the baby, black scarf, face and hair 

features inlaid, made by a 14 year old girl, village Lahfart, Anti -Atlas, 

Amazigh, 1.2002, mother: H 14 cm, B arms: 7.5 cm, baby: H 6 cm, B arms 

3.5 cm. See Rossie, J-P. (2005). Saharan and North African Toy and Play 

Cultures. Childrenôs dolls and doll play, copy of figure 149, p. 177. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  8                   



18 

 

 

 

9. Belghenja doll for childrenôs play featuring the ritual for rain, structure: 
wooden ladle and piece of reed, light green upper garment enveloping the 

entire ladle, red lace holding some grass stems, made by a 7 year old girl, 

village Ikenwèn, Anti-Atlas, Amazigh, 1.2007, H 45 cm, B arms 20 cm. 

See Rossie, J-P. (2008). Saharan and North African Toy and Play Cultures. 

Domestic life in play, games and toys, p. 306-310. 

10. Belghenja doll for childrenôs play featuring the ritual for rain, structure: 
wooden ladle and piece of reed, white upper garment enveloping the entire 

ladle, red lace holding two feathers, made by a 6 year old girl, village 

Ikenwèn, Anti-Atlas, Amazigh, 1.2007, H 46 cm, B arms 18 cm. See 

Rossie, J-P. (2008). Saharan and North African Toy and Play Cultures. 

Domestic life in play, games and toys, p. 306-310.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11. Belghenja doll for children's play featuring the ritual for rain, structure: 

lamp and silver paper, green scarf, two flowers, made by a boy, village 

Ikenwèn, Anti-Atlas, Amazigh, 1.2007, H 46 cm, B arms 25 cm. See 

Rossie, J-P. (2008). Saharan and North African Toy and Play Cultures. 

Domestic life in play, games and toys, p. 306-310. 
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12. Doll student, reed structure, dressed in shiny wrapping paper silver with 

pink decor, the school is delineated by stones and the teacher is a 10 year 

old girl, village Ikenwèn, made by a girl of 7 years, 12.2006, H 15 cm, B 

arms 9 cm. 

 

 

                           12                        13                            14                          15 
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13. Doll student, reed structure, dressed in shiny white wrapping paper 

decorated with white circles, the school is delineated by stones and the 

teacher is a 10 year old girl, village Ikenwèn, made by a 7 year old girl, 

12.2006, H 21 cm, B arms 18 cm. 

14. Doll student, reed structure, dressed in shiny wrapping paper silver toy 

decor, the school is delineated by stones and the mistress is a 10 year old 

girl, village Ikenwèn, made by a 6 year old daughter, 12.2006, H 16 cm, B 

arms 17 cm. 

15. Doll student, reed structure, dressed in shiny red wrapping paper with green 

decor, the school is delineated by stones and the teacher is a 10 year old 

girl, village Ikenwèn, made by a girl of 8 years, 12.2006, H 16 cm, B arms 

12 cm. 

16. Large plastic doll with sticks as legs, like dressed in trousers and a yellow 

blouse made by a girl, pretending to make prostheses for the disabled, the 

playgroup includes girls between 4 and 10 years and two boys aged 6 and 8 

years who play the role of doctor, village Douar Ouaraben, Anti-Atlas, 

Amazigh, 3.2006, H 40 cm. 

17. Doll mother carrying a doll baby, reed structure, mother with gray upper 

garment, baby with white-pink upper garment, large white-pink scarf 

holding the baby, encrusted and blackened facial features, Lahfart village, 

Anti-Atlas, Amazigh, 2.2007, mother: H 17 cm, B arms 8 cm, baby H 9cm. 
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